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Sigh Language Glove?

WASHINGTON - An electronic
glove that can turn American Sign
Language gestures into spoken
words or text, designed to help
the deaf communicate more easily
with the hearing world, is under
development.

Researcher Jose Hernandez-
Rebollar of George Washington
University has demonstrated that
his "AcceleGlove" can translate
the rapid hand movements used
to make the alphabet and some of
the words and phrases of sign
language.

His is not the only such experi-
mental device; the military is ex-
ploring similar technology to si-
lently help soldiers in combat. But
Hernandez-Rebollar says his in-
vention goes further than others
because it also can translate into
spoken words and simple sen-
tences some of the more com-

plex arm and body motions of
ASL.
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The AcceleGlove is a wearable
computer with super-small elec-
tronic circuitry. Sensors in the
glove work with a micro-
controller attached to the
wearer's arm, mapping the place-
ment and movement of the arm
and fingers. That information is
turned into data a computer can
read and convert to words heard
from a loudspeaker or read on a
computer screen.

But the idea of turning sign lan-
guage into speech annoys some
deaf people who see ASL — used
in the United States and English-
speaking Canada — as part of
their unique culture.

"Some feel that being deaf is not a
deficiency," said Andy Lange,
president of the National Associa-
tion of the Deaf. "It's simply an-
other way of life and the deaf
should not use artificial means to
overcome a loss of hearing."

His software converted the signs
he made with his hand into sound
from a small loudspeaker — all in
milliseconds. After a few taps on
a laptop keyboard, he made stan-
dard American Sign Language ges-
tures and the loudspeaker came
out with single words — "food,"
"drink," "restaurant," "father." The
words can also appear typed on a
screen.

The single glove can make the
signs that correspond to all 26

letters of the alphabet, so any
word can be spelled out. But this
is a slow process.

American Sign Language also in-
cludes hundreds of gestures that
express single words and simple
sentences, but most require two
hands. So far the single glove can
produce fewer than 200 words
that can be signed with the one
hand, and a few expressions such
as "What's the matter?" and "I'll
help you."

He said the glove could be at-
tached to existing wireless equip-
ment and used by a squad com-
mander to send hand signals from
outside a building to soldiers hid-
ing inside. They would feel the
signals as gentle coded vibrations
in their chests or typed on a
screen. That is an idea the mili-
tary has been working on. The
Defense Advanced Research Pro-
jects Agency and other federal
agencies have given contracts to
develop sensor-equipped gloves.

Reprinted from the Associated Press
By CARL HARTMAN

What do you think about a Sign
Language glove? One Midlands
Deaf woman observed, “How
many misunderstandings will be
created without facial expressions?
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Identification Statement
The “South Carolina News” is pub-
lished monthly by the South Caro-
lina Association for the Deaf, Inc.
This is September 2003. The

= “South Carolina News” is sent to
SCAD members, educational pro-
grams, and other interested parties.
You can find membership rates on
the back of this newsletter.

Articles must be submitted by 15th
of month. The preferred method
of submission is via email.
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The time goes by so fast and
the summer is just almost
over. | hope you all had a
good summer!!

| ask you all to help me by
welcoming Steve Fitzmaurice
and Kim Purdy's newborn
twins to our SCAD family. I'm
sure some of you saw the pic-
tures of the twin girls on the
website. They are so CUTE
and adorable. When you get
to see them, please congratu-
late Steve and Kim on their
newborn twins.

| want to congratulate and
wish the best of the luck to
Local Associations' new
elected officers for the 2003
- 2005 term. According to
the SCAD Bylaws, all the new
officers (President, Vice Presi-
dent, Secretary, Treasurer,
Representative, and Alterative
Representative) are to pay

the SCAD membership dues
in advance for next two years.

SCAD will host the NAD's
Region Il Conference on Oc-
tober 3 - 5 at Holiday Inn Ho-
tel, 500 Chris Drive, (off US
I/Augusta Road) in West Co-
lumbia, SC. The Midlands As-
sociation of the Deaf (MAD)
will host the dinner on Satur-
day, October 4th and will give
out the details soon.

The first Board meeting with
your new officers will be on
September 13, 2003 at 10:00
AM at the SCAD Home Of-
fice. The Midlands Association
of the Deaf (MAD) will host a
Spaghetti dinner after the
Board meeting.

Thanks!
Anita

Check out up-to-date
information on

SCAD’s website
www.scadservices.org!
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Deaf Author Publishes Book!

Imagine living in a world where
everyone around you speaks a dif-
ferent language, and you can't mas-
ter it. The culture of those around
you is very different from your
own, and you can't be a part of it.
No matter how
much you struggle to
fit in, you never will.
And what if this is
your lot in life not by
choice, but by
chance. How would
you feel?

The millions of Deaf
Americans already

know this feeling,

but author Christopher Cline
wanted to share his view.

Christopher's journey through life
highlights the challenges that a deaf
individual growing up in a hearing
world faces on a daily basis.

17

Silent Ears, Silent Heart is an
enlightening book about a deaf
man's journey through two worlds-
one of the Deaf and the other of
the hearing. This book gives the
reader a glimpse
into the language,
culture, and life of
a deaf person, but
it does more than
that. The reader's
heart becomes
intertwined with
Christopher's so
that he or she is
inspired to be em-
pathetic toward
the plight of deaf individuals.

2

Blair LaCrosse is a deaf person
who was born into a hearing family.
He has experienced firsthand the
challenges of trying to communi-
cate, understand, and succeed in a

hearing world.

Michelle LaCrosse has been a sign
language interpreter for more than
twenty years and has been made
aware of the hardships that the
deaf face in medical, legal, and fi-
nancial settings.

Through their personal experi-
ences, as well as the experiences of
the many deaf individuals who have
touched their lives over the years,
Silent Ears

Silent Heart was conceived, drew
nourishment, and incubated, until it
finally broke free, demanding to be
presented.

Silent Ears, Silent Heart will be
made available to the public in Au-
gust 2003, but it can be preordered
directly from the publisher at
http://www.deafunderstanding.com.

Join SCAD Today!

- SCAD Membership Form -

Remember, your membership includes SCAD publications and rights to voice and vote.

Please Check One
[ individual - $20/yr

New Renew

[ Married Couple - $25/yr
[ Senior Citizen Couple - $15/yr

Address Apt. [ Senior Citizen Individual - $10/yr

[ Student - $10/yr

City County State  Zip Code

Tax-deductible Donation
SCAD is a nonprofit organization, designated 501
C-3 by the IRS. Your additional donation to SCAD

Telephone Number Circle: TTY / Voice Fax Number

helps us continue our work, and may be tax
deductible for you!

[ Donation Amount $

Spouse’s Name Member of Chapter or Association

The total amount of $

Email Address 2nd Email Address

Method of Payment (Circle One):
Check Money Order
Make payable to: SCAD, Inc.

Charge to my Credit/Debit Card (circle one):

We now Accept Credit

Card #: Expire Date:

Signatures:
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A New Era Begins—
New officers for
2003 - 2005!

Low Country Association of the
Deaf (LCAD, formerly LCC)

o Cheezelle White — President

e Carolyn Williamson - Vice

President

Secretary - TBA

Donald Jones - Treasurer

Ricky Hiott — Representative

Donald Jones — |I** Alterative

Representative

o Carolyn Williamson — 2"
Alterative Representative

Midlands Association of the Deaf
(MAD)

o George Heinen, Ill — Presi-
dent

o Kimberly Wilson — Vice
President

e Clint Sallings — Secretary
e Chris Johnson — Treasurer
e Mike Senterfeit, Jr. — Repre-

sentative
o Lee McDaniel — Alterative
Representative

See membership application form on page 3 or go to
www.scadservices.org

from Around

Spartanburg Association of the
Deaf (SgAD)

o Billie Jordan — President

e Teresa Rogers — Vice Presi-
dent

e Earl Wright — Secretary

o Bill Ramborger — Treasurer

e Teresa Rogers — Represen-
tative

e Harland Bryant — |** Alter-
ative Representative

e Martha Saunders — 2" Alter-
ative Representative

Western Piedmont Association of
the Deaf (WPAD)

e Sherry Williams — President
Ellen Trieper — Vice Presi-
dent

e Megan Covert — Secretary

o Debbie West — Treasurer
Pamela Jordan — Representa-

tive

e Ellen Trieper — |** Alterative
Representative

o Peggy Black — 2™ Alterative
Representative

e Megan Covert — 3" Alter-
ative Representative

New Columbia’s
DOS Director

SCSDB is pleased to announce
the appointment of Scott A. Fal-
cone as Midlands Regional Out-
reach Center Director. Scott
holds a Bachelor of Business Ad-
ministration degree with a con-
centration in marketing and pub-
lic relations from State Univer-
sity of New York Institute of
Technology. Scott formally
served as a sign language inter-
preter/transliterator for two
years in the SCSDB Division of
Outreach Services. Most re-
cently, he served as coordinator
of the SCSDB/Spartanburg
Technical College Cooperative
Program.

Scott brings exceptional skills
and qualifications to this new
position to include experience in
varied business and human rela-
tions positions, outstanding
communications skills and back-
ground in program develop-
ment. He will be responsible for
the development of Outreach
programming that targets the

Not a Member of SCAD?

Join Today!
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South

needs of citizens with sensory
disabilities, their families and the
professionals who serve them.

Enforcing the ADA
Report - Settlement

(Reprint from Enforcing the ADA: A
status Report from the Depart-

ment of Justice, January - March
2003)

An individual who is Deaf com-
plained that a South Carolina
county failed to ensure effective
communication for TTY users
when calling 9-1-1. The county
implemented a training program

\

Carolina

for its employees, a specific
routing system for incoming
TTY calls, and periodic testing

of the TTY portion of the 9-1-1
emergency services. system.

Passing of
Mattie Lee Ligon

CAMPOBELLO, SC Mattie Lee
Young Ligon, 86, of 150 Ligon
Lane died July 30, 2003. A native
of Spartanburg County, she was
the daughter of the Late John
Howard & Cora Runion Young.
She was the wife of the late
Lloyd Melton Ligon.

She was a member of Grace

Baptist Church, a graduate of
Cedar Springs School, and re-
tired from Startex Mill.

Survivors include a son: James
Michael Ligon of
Inman; a daugh-
ter, Caroline
Brant of Inman;
7?)‘3 '(cjhree Erandchll-
/"_7* ren, Laurie
Gardner, Alicia
ngon and Randy Brant; and a
great grandchild, Tori Brant. She
was predeceased by three sis-
ters: Kathryn Blackwell, Mary
Tillotson and Ruth McLemore;
and one brother, D. M. Young.

So,You Want to Be a Certified Deaf Interpreter?

The SC Registry of Interpreters
for the Deaf (SC RID) is proud
to announce our upcoming an-
nual conference, which will be
held in beautiful Clemson, SC
from September 26-27, 2003.

Hosted in the fabulous Madren
Center, this conference prom-
ises to top all others. SCRID is
fortunate to have numerous high
caliber presenters and topics of
interest to both the interpreting
and Deaf communities.

The conference will kick off on
Friday evening offering training
on Interpreting Theatrical Pro-
ductions. Following this, Bill En-
nis and Nathie Marbury will take

the stage to provide some phe-
nomenal entertainment. Of note,
the conference is also excited to
have training sessions focusing
on “ASL Semantics”, “ASL Clas-
sifiers”, “Reciprocal Signs”, and a
panel discussion on the new in-
terpreter Code of Ethics.

Continuing last year’s successful
training track, SC RID will again
offer training on becoming a
Certified Deaf Interpreter (CDI).
This conference will warmly wel-
come Geno Gouby who will pro-
vide training on “Becoming a
CDI” and “CDIs Working With
Hearing Interpreters.”

To continue SC RID’s valued
partnership with SCAD, SCAD

members will receive the same
registration discounts as SC RID
members. For conference regis-
tration, schedule, lodging infor-
mation and directions you may
find them at:
www.scadservices.org/
training.htm

This is an excellent opportunity
to network with interpreters,
learn some new skills, renew old
friendships, make new friend-
ships, see some fabulous Deaf
presenters, and have fun too!
The membership of SC RID
looks forward to seeing y’all
there!

Steve Fitsmaurice
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Blast from the Past:

SC News - Jan/Feb 197 1—Letters to the Editor

Education for Deaf and Blind
in SC

At present, Cedar Spring School
in Spartanburg is the only public
school in South Carolina serving
the deaf and the blind. It is a
residential school — the 583 stu-
dents living in dormitories on
campus. Cedar Spring has
reached its maximum capacity...
and more.

The list of 125 children now
awaiting admission to the school
will double by next year. Per-
haps tax money wasted on the
tercentennial fiasco, and school
funds wasted do to racial inci-
dents following this fall’s deseg-
regation should have been used
to send these 125 children to
school!

The South Carolina legislature
has been forced to cut its 1971
budget six percent, affecting all
state agencies equally. The tax
cut means a loss of approxi-
mately $102,000 this school
year for Cedar Spring. If no al-
ternative is offered, they will be
forced to close the school by
mid-April for lack of funds.

The taxpayer will suffer in the
long run. Without adequate
education, these handicapped
children will become adults on
the welfare roll instead of pro-
ductive members of society. As
taxpayers, we have the right to
seek better services for these
handicapped from our state. In

order to provide them better
services in both education and
rehabilitation, people can help
by writing state representatives.

Mrs. Wendell W. Pace
Taylors, SC

Belated Opportunity Pro-
vided Deaf Youth

As the parent of a deaf and re-
tarded son, | want to thank you
for printing a letter concerning
the needs of the SC School for
the Deaf & Blind. The public
should be informed of the tre-
mendous necessity for better
education in South Carolina for
these handicaps.

Our son, Ricky, is 19 yrs old and
has never been accepted at the
state school because of his re-
tardation. The problems of edu-
cating a deaf child due to its in-
ability to communicate are great
and South Carolina is far behind
other states in meeting the
needs of its deaf children. It’s
alarming that 125 children are
on a waiting list and that if only
given an opportunity each of
these could become independ-
ent and productive citizens.

After many efforts over the
years, just this past year an op-
portunity for our son to reach
his potential became a reality.
An interpreter for the deaf of a
local church asked if she could
try to teach him using the sign
language. We agreed apprehen-

sively, because of many past dis-
appointments and knowing he
had not been able to learn lip
reading and speech. His father
and | enrolled in the church
class teaching the “language of
signs” so we would be able to
learn. His progress soon made it
necessary to enlist the help of a
private tutor who is deaf, also.
After only 9 months we can
now communicate and teach
him things, which were impossi-
ble before.

Ricky will never be independent,
never be able to have a job,
never be able to be alone.
Would this be true if he had had
this opportunity when he was a
young child? Will these 125 chil-
dren and others grow up and be
like Ricky?

Let’s give these children our at-
tention and an opportunity for a
rewarding life. | encourage every
interested person to write your
legislators, make your concern
known, request more public in-
formation of the needs and
problems of these children and
parents Public opinion can get
things accomplished.

Mrs. W. S. Farmer, Jr.
Greenville, SC
--Greenville News

This is part of our continuing series
of articles from decades ago as we
celebrate SCAD’s 30 years of
Incorporation.
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SCAD Schedule of Events

SEPTEMBER
September 2, 2003 (Tuesday) -
(SCSDB Volleyball) Oakbrook Prep }JV,
Home, 5:30pm

September 4, 2003 (Thursday) -
(SCSDB Football) North Carolina
School f/t Deaf, Away, 7:00pm

September 4, 2003 (Thursday) -
(SCSDB Volleyball) North Carolina
School f/t Deaf, Away, 5:30pm

September 5 & 6, 2003 (Friday &
Saturday) - Ist Annual Springmaid
Deaf Fishing Rodeo, Fishing at pier,
Myrtle Beach, SC, Contact Greg Smith,
Chairperson at owlso-
da84@yahoo.com

September 6, 2003 (Saturday) -
SCBAD Fishing Tournament, Lake
Wylie, Ebenezer Park, Rock Hill, SC
(State Road 161), contact rhmor-
row@charter.net

September 9, 2003 (Tuesday) -
(SCSDB Volleyball) Jonesville, Home,
5:30

September 11, 2003
(Thursday) - (SCSDB Football) Chap-
man JV (I Iman game), Home, 7:00pm

September 11, 2003 (Thursday) -
(SCSDB Volleyball) Grace Christian,
Away, 5:00pm

September 13, 2003 (Saturday) -
10:00 am until 2?2, SCAD Board meet-
ing, SCAD Home Office

September 13, 2003 (Saturday) -
3:00 pm until 5:00 pm, Midland Asso-
ciation of the Deaf (MAD) Meeting at
Midland Deaf Church, West Columbia,
SC. Contact Clint Sallings or George
Heinen.

September 13, 2003 (Saturday) -
5:30 pm until 222, Midland Association

of the Deaf (MAD) host spagetti din-
ner at Midland Deaf Church, West
Columbia, SC. Contact Clint Sallings or
George Heinen.

September 13, 2003 (Saturday) -
SCDGA's Monthly Golf Tournament,
Charleston, SC. Joe Healey is tourna-
ment's host. For more information,
check www.scdga.org

September 12-14, 2003 (Friday-
Sunday) - (SCSDB Volleyball) South-
ern Spike Out at Florida School f/t
Deaf, St. Augustine, FL

September 16, 2003 (Tuesday) -
(SCSDB Volleyball) Jonesville, Away,
5:30pm

September 18, 2003 (Thursday) -
(SCSDB Football) Tennessee School f/t
Deaf, Away, 7:00pm

September 18, 2003 (Thursday) -
(SCSDB Volleyball) Christ Church }V,
Away, 5:30pm

September 20, 2003 (Saturday) -
SCBAD Fishing Tournament, Lake
Greenwood, Greenwood State Park,
Ninty Six, SC (State Road 702), Con-
tact rhmorrow@charter.net

September 20, 2003 (Saturday) -
Noon to 6:00 pm, Eastern Carolina
Assoc. for the Deaf host picnic, Dept.
of Outreach Service (DOS), 900 4th
Ave, Conway, SC (Beside Big Parking
Lot). Will provide hamburgers, hot-
dogs, and sodas. Adults who bring
food, $5.00, Adults who don’t bring
food, $6.00, Children, $2.00. for RSVP
Contact Joan Harucki catha-
rucki@hotmail.com or fax at (843)
215-8593

September 23, 2003 (Tuesday) -
(SCSDB Volleyball) Spartanburg Chris-
tian Academy, Home, 5:30pm

September 25, 2003 (Thursday) -

(SCSDB Football) Lockhart, Home,
7:00pm

September 25, 2003 (Thursday) -
(SCSDB Volleyball) Inman Christian,
Away, 5:30pm

September 26 & 27, 2003 (Friday
& Saturday) - South Carolina Regis-
try of Interpreters for the Deaf (SC
RID) Conference, Madrin Center,
Clemson, SC,
www.southcarolinarid.org or contact
Steve Fitzmaurice at ca-
nucks@pbellsouth.net

September 29, 2003 (Monday) -
(SCSDB Volleyball) Whitmire, Away,
5:30pm

OCTOBER

October 3 - 5, 2003 (Friday, Sat-
urday, and Sunday) - NAD's Region
Il conference, Holiday Inn Airport,
500 Chris Drive, West Columbia, SC.,
Registation required. Contact SCAD
Home Office at info@scadservices.org

October 18, 2003 (Saturday) - SC
School for the Deaf and Blind Home-

coming, SCSDB campus, Spartanburg,
SC, More information TBA

Next newsletter scheduled to arrive
at the heginning of October.
All articles, events and

announcements due hefore
September 15, 2003.
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